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Introduction and Research Objectives
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Research Background: A rising Chinese public sphere on cyberspace
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China's legal regulations over
Internet content have extended significantly since 2000. This indicates the Chinese s
political authorities amplified attention to the medium of cyber-communication in relation
to its role in fostering an emerging public sphere and cyber-community there (Berkman

Center for Internet & Society, 2005).

Given that the Internet brings forward Atime-space compressionB and promotes a
virtual public sphere and community (Fitzgerald, 1992), this project analyzes the new
cyber-public sphere in China in relation to the potential of the Internet s cultivating

meaningful public spheres in various local context ( -1 *++?,. In response,

!
) -$ *++/, " this research relies on a public sphere perspective to

explore the way in which U %
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Historical Background

The rise of information-based industries, i.e., information technology
companies and culture conglomerates, began to play an essential role in expanding the
globally connected information economy (Netanel & Elkin-Koren, 2002). W.ithin the
historical context of capitalism s intensified efforts at capital accumulation, business
and state powers from the United States and a few European countries have worked
together to enclose and privatize the information commons -- diverse intellectual
products and technological fruits which should be used for public benefits and social
developments (Bettig, 1996). The global informational hegemony has been built and
reinforced to protect privileged elite classes and groups, such as governments and
corporations, in both domestic and global contexts (Harvey, 2003). The United States
and its global technology companies cooperate with each other to cultivate a global
informational hegemony based upon its superior capacity in both knowledge and other
commodity production areas. For the purpose of this study, it is argued that U.S.
transnational corporate and local political forces, such as Internet companies and the

Chinese government, tend to collaborate to enforce strict control on the flow of
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intellectual production by placing constraints on the flow of information. This new
alliance between the two different power groups is based on both state and corporate
censorship measures. While the global dissemination of Internet communication
operates under fundamental corporate guidelines, such as the free market principle
along with the freedom of expression ideology, global Internet information flow is also
mediated by local censorship and surveillance policies and political particulars within a

social context.
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The Public Sphere versus he Corporate-Government Alliance
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* Companies, including Internet firms, that provide services in China | L ;
must observe Chinese statutes, regulating the Internet according to

law is international practice; China removes illegal and harmful

. Crla o . '
information ) People’s Daily, February, 15). Stifle citizens’ access to information deemed

illegitimate by authorities.
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